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Is this report in any way materially incorrect or has there been
lately a change in your views on the subject? To the ordinary practising
lawyer the matter is not quite free from difficulty. For, whilst the Con-
gress resolution1 is comprehensive enough to include co-operators and
non-co-operators, lawyers and laymen alike, it seems quite inconsistent,
almost hypocritical, on the part of a practising lawyer to enrol himself
as a volunteer.
For one thing, it is entirely against the spirit of all the Congress
resolutions on non-co-operation and your own interpretations of them,
that a man, who has failed to obey the call of the country, should appear
before the public in any prominent form of public activity.
2. Clause (4) of the pledge2 requires every volunteer to wear only
"hand-spun and hand-woven khaddar to the exclusion of every other
cloth". Is the word khaddar used here in its narrow literal sense, signi-
fying hand-woven cotton cloth or is it used in a more comprehensive sense
as to embrace all kinds of fabrics, woollen, cotton, silken etc., made out
of hand-spun yarn and woven with the hand?
/ am, etc.,
RAMDAS CHHOKRA
BAR-AT-LAW
LYALLPUR
In publishing the foregoing I have removed all the critical
part. As I read the Congress resolution, it is certainly open to
lawyers to join the Volunteers3 Corps. I know that the wording
was purposely changed by the Subjects Committee to find room
for incomplete non-co-operators. I have not read the report of
my conversation with the Bengali delegates in the Khadi Nagar.
But I do not remember having said that lawyers could not become
volunteers as contemplated by the Congress resolution. My notes
in Toung India were written almost the same time as the conver-
sation. What I distinctly remember having said is that lawyers
cannot become office-bearers. They could not become members of
executive committees. But the Volunteers' pledge is for the pur-
pose, among others, of nullifying the effect of the disbandment
notices of the Government. In my opinion a lawyer who con-
scientiously signs the pledge is sufficiently pure for the purpose of
going to jail. And the very fact of his readiness to go to jail,
ensures suspension of practice for the period of imprisonment. Sus-
pension contemplated by the non-co-operation resolution is meant
to last till swaraj is attained, which a lawyer may not be able to
brave, though he may not mind, by signing the pledge, the risk
1 & 2 Vide "Speech at Congress Session, Ahmedahad-I"5 28-12-1921.